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Our apologies to all for last week’s error in present-
ing the report of the IDSF Latin from Bassano by Mr.
Robert Ong. The second half of the report did not ap-
pear. We are running the report in its entirety in this
edition beginning on page 10.

IDSF GRAND SLAM
LATIN & STANDARD,

TOKYO JAPAN
MARCH 2009

Report by Gary MeDonald e

File photos by Andrew Miller www.dancefotoman.co.uk

VICTORIES TO
SILDE/FIRSTOVA AND S——
FERRUGIA/KOELHER

The IDSF Grand Slam Latin & Standard were both held in Tokyo on Sunday March 8th in conjunction with the
Rogers Cup 11th Tokyo Open International DanceSport Championships. It was a very busy day for the judges
as both Standard and Latin events were held on the same day which also made it very entertaining to the large
audience in the Tokyo gymnasium and sports hall.

The Latin event started first at around 8am so it was a long day for the couples but each and every one of them
showed how devoted to their sport they were as they came out with maximum energy in every round. Later in the
morning the Standard couples graced the floor with their preliminary rounds so that the Semis and finals of both
events could be held in the evening. Below is a brief report on both finals.

IDSF Grand Slam Latin (7 Couple Final)
7th Nino Langella & Natalia Maidiuk (Italy) I felt Nino and Nataliya had a very subdued performance and
danced quiet the whole night. They should be happy with their inclusion in this final and concentrate on creating
more impact in what they do so that they can achieve greater
results.

6th Evgeny Imrekov & Elizaveta Divak (Russia) Wow, this
is the first time I have judged this couple and I was mesmer-
ized and entertained with their dancing for the entire day.
They have a perfect mix of rhythm, technique, energy, part-
nering skills and a man-woman chemistry that is so enjoy-
able to watch. For me they should have easily finished in
the top three but the other judges obviously were not ready
to place them there so
quickly, watch out for
this couple in the fu-
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This couple always look very
clean and polished in their
performance and have a clear
understanding of what they
are trying to produce. Martino
is always full of charisma and
very entertaining to watch,
I only wish Michelle would
dance mith more conviction at
times and give a stronger sense
of determination in what she
is doing so that she can match
Martino’s passion.

4th Jurij Batagelj & Jagoda
Strukelj (Slovenia). I enjoyed
watching this couple who
danced with lots of energy in a
very well balanced partnership.
Jurij can sometimes appear
tight through his shoulders and
back but that is the only nega-
tive in a very positive perfor-
mance.

3rd Zoran Plohl & Tatsiana
Lahvinovich (Croatia) A n -
other couple who are very en-
tertaining to watch. Zoran is
very grounded and masculine
in everything he does which
gives him a very command-
ing look on the floor. Tatsiana

is also a very strong dancer, I
only wish that she could soft-
en up her overall appearance
so that I could see more of a
masculine-feminine contrast in
their approach.

2nd Andrey Zaitsev & Anna
Kuzminskaya (Russia). Andrey
& Anna were easy winners for
me on this occasion, they dom-
inated the competition from
the moment they walked on
the floor. Anna has the best leg
action in the final and Andrey
is always in the right place at

the right time
connectinghis
body wieight
with her so
that they can
properly ex-
ecute their
performance.
It will only
be a matter of
time until this
talented duo
are in the top
spot.

Ist  Alexey
Silde & Anna
Firstova
(Russia)

Congratu-
lations to
both Alexey
and Anna on
a fine vic-
tory in a very
high level
event. Alexey has such great floor
presence especially in Paso Doble
where there is no doubt he is in
command of the entire floor. My
only wish is that Anna could dance
with more impact and determina-
tion to balance out this partnership
so that she does not appear to be
overshadowed by Alexey.

IDSF Grand
Slam Standard

A noteworthy mention in this semi-
final was the dancing of the Chi-
nese couple Chao Yang and Yiling
Tan who danced exceptionally well
and was a surprise for me not to be
included in this final.

6th Luca Bussoletti & Tjasa Vulic

(Slovenia) Luca and Tjasa were
not one of the tallest couples in
this event but they certainly danced
with plenty of presentation. They
are very similar in height which
sometimes makes it more difficult
when creating body lines but they
did not seem daunted by this chal-
lenge at all in fact they turned their
disadvantage into an advantage
with a very nice performance.

5th Wiktor Kiszka & Malgorzata
Garlicka (Poland). Danced with
power and endless stamina all day
with their best dance for me being
their quickstep. Gosia sometimes
appears a little tight through her
neckline in the swing dances which
makes it look like she has trouble
releasing her upper body at the end
of the swing.

contd. pg. 7







4th Sergei Konovaltsev & Olga
Konovaltseva (Russia) Sergei and
Olga cover the floor very well with
good understanding of strong leg
action and maximized body swing.
A little unlucky to finish in fourth

place, if they can keep their perfor-
mance consistent throughout the
entire event their results will im-
prove quickly.

3rd Simone Segatori & Annette
Sudol (Germany) A very clean
polished performance from their
first round until the last. I would
like to see Simone use his back a
little more so as to create a softer
presentation through their topline,
sometimes the overall look appears
a little rigid.

2nd Andrea Ghigiarelli & Sara An-
dracchio (Italy) Our runners up
should be very happy with their
performance on this day. Their high
level of dancing was consistent
through every round. I personally
gave them two first places in Vie-
nesse Waltz and Foxtrot as I thought
they challenged the
winners very well
indeed.

1st Benedetto Fer-
uggia & Claudia
Koehler (Germa-
ny) Very worthy
winners of a fan-
tastic competition.
Claudia started to
lose her neckline
during  Vienesse
Waltz and Foxtrot
but the break be-
fore their quickstep
proved to be just
what they needed
as they came out
and left no doubt
in my mind as to
who our champions
would be on this
occasion.
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Report by Robert Ong
Photos by Andrew Miller
www.dancefotoman.co.uk

The IDSF Adult Latin Champi-
onships was held on the 2nd day
of the Bassano Open Champion-
ships, a day after the IDSF Junior
II World Championships. This
was another full day with the
sports hall packed to the brim with
cheering spectators, coaches and
supporters.
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The IDSF Open Latin event was
enthralling, packed with raw pow-
er and adrenalin every round. 127 couples participated in this event. The
champion title was won by Gabriele Pasquale Goffredo and Antonia Gof-
fredo of Italy. Not surprising at all, this couple were outstanding from
the very start. They were very consistent in their power-punched perfor-
mance, great foot speed and charismatic presence on the floor.

The 2nd place was also taken

by the Italians, Pavel Pasechnik

and Francesca Beradi. Another
m_ strong couple, at times their danc-
ing seemed too hard but overall
impactful. The 3rd place was
clinched by Manuel Frighetto
and Karin Rooba from Estonia. A
very attractive couple, Karin was
wearing a black ‘bunny’ suit and
tights in the earlier rounds which
I thought was quite slick. The
change of costume into a dress
in the Finals was good as now it
showed more dancing. Overall,
a nice couple to watch.

The rest of the line-up in the Finals were from Italy and Hungary:

4th place Stefano Vidoni and Giulia Settomini Italy
5th place Saverio Loria and Zeudi Zanetti Italy
6th place Umberto Gaudino and Louise Heise Italy
7th place Csaba Laszio and Anna Mikes Hungary

pretty close. Stefano Vidoni
and Giulia Settomini were very
fluid in their performances. I
felt Saverio Loria and Zeudi
Zanetti could do better in the fi-
nal placing. Somehow, Zeudi’s
long skirt with tassles hanging
was rather distracting and could
have caused her some points

in the Jive. Umberto Gaudino
contd. pg. 11



and Louise Heise were another
neat couple on the floor, looked
very good in the Jive round. Csaba
Laszio and Anna Mikes also put up
a consistent performance, a couple
to look out for in future.

The semi-finals were danced in 2
heats. It was intense, all the couples
put in everything they’ve got. The
line-up include 8th placed Balaz
Nagymihaly and Szilvia Szogi
(Hungary), 9th placed Sergey Gu-
sev and Anatasia Usoltseva (Rus-
sia), 10th & 11th placed Daniele
Sargenti and Eleonora Comparini
(Italy); and Juan Michel Gomez
Prieto and Iliyna Zhenna (Spain);
12th placed Salvatore Sinardi and
Enza Gebbie (Itay) and 13th placed
Salvatore Caruso and Concetta
Cultrera (Italy).

The standard in semi-finals were
rather close. I felt that both cou-
ples, Balaz Nagymihaly and Szilvia
Szogi (Hungary), and Sergey Gu-
sev and Anatasia Usoltseva (Rus-
sia), had a fighting chance to go
into the finals. In fact, I quite like
Sergey Gusev and Anatasia Usolt-
seva (Russia) in the earlier rounds.
It is unfortunate they didn’t sustain
that level of energy and seemed
slow in the semi-finals.

Another couple that caught my at-
tention was Salvatore Caruso and
Concetta Cultrera (Italy). This
couple was very visible on the
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They have charisma and
good visual presence but their ac-
tions seemed too busy, especially
in the Cha Cha Cha.
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